Student Poster Competition
2026 EDITION

Introduction

The Great Lakes District’s Student Activities Committee presents the 2026 Student Poster
Competition. The competition is intended for all students who will be attending the 2026 Great
Lakes District Student Leadership Summit (SLS) held July 17th-18th in Detroit, MI.

This competition allows student members to showcase the research they’ve been conducting
via a poster to be presented to the SLS attendees.

When/Where?

Presentations will be held during the Student Leadership Summit held July 17th-18".

General Rules and Regqistration Logistics

ITE student co-authors are permitted. Open to any ITE Student Member attending SLS
Posters co-authored by faculty members will not be eligible for student awards.

The judges will evaluate the posters using the criteria on page 2. Following the poster
session, the judges will convene to determine the award winners.

The objective of the poster is to present the student’s research topic fully WITHOUT
need for any explanation.

Hints for successful poster and judging criteria are page 2.

All text must be no smaller than 18-point font.

Full poster must be no larger than 36-inches by 24-inches. Clips, foam board and easels will
be provided. The mounting on the foam board will not be judged.

1 Poster winner will be judged in each undergraduate and graduate categories, with each
category winner receiving $300.

If you intend to participate in this year’s competition, please fill out the following google form
https://forms.gle/91yxapvvJMrKrfivW7 by June 1st, 2026 and email Cole G. Villalobos at
CVillalobos@hrcengr.com for any questions.




ABC's of Poster Produc tion

Attention Getting: first good impression? Grab attention of viewer? Achieved through good lswout, use of color, titke, and othergraphic devices.
Brevity: makes points quickly through good visual fword balance.

Coherence: logical unified statement requiring no further explansation, capable of standing alone; ntellectually accessible o sudience.
Directicn: simplicity; focus, essy to follow from point to point.
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Evidence: argument must be supported by evidence, referenced well and accurstely.

HIGH LOane
%  Clear statement of resesrch quastion or relstionship bang investigated ®  Ambiguous or unclesr staterent or purposa
®*  Poster “stands slone” requirng no additional explanation ®  Posteris difficult or impossible to comprehend without sadditionsal
®* Logical and thorough explanstion of the research question infarmation
* Al components in presentstion given sppropriate level of atiention *  llogical orinadequate explanation
*  Adequste consultation of sources; sources cited comectly *  Insufficient trestment of components
*  Research objectives outlined precisely *  |nadequate lterature review, sources not cited comectly
L

Ressarch objectives not stated orunclear

HIGH Lo
* Amgument well suppored by exiEnsive primary research, evidence, and *  |nadequate or no primary research, evidence, or examples
examples *  |ncomplete or questionable evidence and examples

®  Accurste presentstion of evidence and examples

HIGH LCane
»  Effective use of figures, tables, illustrations, maps and other illustrative ®  Littke illustrative materisl or used ineflectively
material ®»  Poorly presented, incomact citations
llustrations comectly cited, presenied well »  ‘igual matersl used to ilustrate, not argue or as evidence.

Wisual maternal well integrated into the evidence of the Argument

HIGH LCane
®*  Paoster carefully produced ®  Wizual materisl used to illustrate, notargue or 8= evidence.
»  Alltext legible from 4 fest sway, text no smsller than 18 point font. ®  Much text illegible from rmoderate distance

*  Materisl presented = well organized ®  Poororganization of material



